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@ Christoper H. Sterling ed. Encyclopedia of Journalism Los Angeles CA: Sage 2009 p. 1872.
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2000 pp.57 25.
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® Douglass C. North Institutions Institutional Change and Economic Performance Cambridge MA: Cambridge
University Press 1990 p. 80.
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Citation as a Discourse
—A Case Study of the Pulitzer Prize in Journalism (1917 -2014)

Huang Shunming
(College of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064)

Abstract: This article focuses on the citation of the Pulitzer Prize in journalism, the awarding citation in
particular. Its citation exercises multiple social functions: the juries use shortdisting citation to select a few
finalists; the Pulitzer Prize Board utilizes awarding citation to legitimate the award produced by it; the awarding
citation helps journalists form their “interpretive communities”; the awarding citation read in public at the award
presentation ceremony exerts a ritual function; and the citation also serves as a window for the award image.
Although the awarding citation of the Pulitzer Prize in journalism is very short and simple, its discursive practice
is quite complex: most of the awarding citations are not mechanical but creative and most of them are not fact
but opinion-typical; the joint awards have two different discursive strategies; and there is a huge cognitive gap
between the jury and the Board as to whether an entry or an entrant embodies journalistic tradition.

Key words: Pulitzer Prize in journalism, citation, social function, discursive practice
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