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"The Opposed" Interpretive Communities of
News: A Metajournalistic Discourse Analysis of
Three Digital Media Criticism Incidents

Abstract

Media criticism has become an mundane media criticism, and journalists face more and
more external threats . Taking three digital media criticism incidents in China in 2022 as cases,
this paper focuses on the criticism of the media by critics represented by netizens and opinion
leaders, and the response of groups represented by journalists and journalism scholars to
criticism, and regards the two discourse communities as the interpretive community of
criticism and the interpretive community of anti-criticism.

With the help of the analytical framework of the metajournalistic discourse theory, this
study reveals the narrative modes used by the two interpretive communities in three aspects:
definition making, boundary setting and legitimization. These models embody the core
concepts of the interpretive community, specifically, within the interpretive community of
criticism, as non-journalistic professional, critics judge media performance with the help of
basic professional concepts, as well as social values, ideologies and other concepts, and by
mobilizing the collective memory of the media from the past to the present, demarcating the
boundaries of acceptable media practices, forming a momentum based on accountability and
criticism of the media in the immediate and continuous critical behavior; In the anti-criticism
interpretive community, news professionals explain and respond to controversial reports from
a professional dimension, and respond to the words of netizens, while safeguarding news
authority, they also lament the loss of news authority.

The research proves that there is a basically opposing relationship pattern between the
two interpretive communities, and although there is a phenomenon of discourse
differentiation within the community, the mutual external purpose still keeps the interpretive

community as a unified whole. The discursive continuum composed of two interpretive
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communities presents a rich and chaotic discursive field under the changing media
environment, and various diffuse and pluralistic discourses are dotted between the polar
opinions of anti-media and pro-media, forming a flow of meaning. On the one hand, this
overall "opposition" of bipolar discourse reflects that the public can supervise and spur the
media, breaking the professional interpretation power monopolized by traditional media in the
past, and has positive public opinion significance, but on the other hand, the emotional and
extreme tendency shown by the public's critical discourse deepens the degree of threat to the
cultural authority of traditional media, and also puts forward new topics for modern network

governance.

[Key words] : digital media criticism; interpretive community; metajournalistic discourse;

discursive practice
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BB BAREAE T SRR EEETIESN, AT, BEAHRIE K
DAL, TR BV i PR 175 % 2 BE A

EEF#HR/RFHx Matt Carlson) A “HH&FHtPF”  (mundane media criticism)
FoRAMNS G BADE,  RIFEA: B 1537 0 AT VPR SR A I S Y4
FRALCPFBARTE B AT HE RS 2 3500, 103 82 3 H o 08 i) S gl . 2022 48 11 7 8
HEEE T, FpRicF AL SRE DN NG ARG R ICR,  “Hal JUAE, 1E g rERE 4e ok
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® CARLSON M. Embedded Links, Embedded Meanings: Social Media Commentary and News Sharing as Mundane Media
Criticism [J]. Journalism Studies, 2016, 17(7): 915-24.
@ CHERUIYOT D. Comparing Risks to Journalism: Media Criticism in the Digital Hate [J]. Digital Journalism, 2022: 1-20.
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WAL B GEARRILN AL, HA E CUBRE A AR SR 2 B R IR AR . HAMAE ] “1)
FeLER”  Cinterpretive community) 7t o 5 i Xt A1 & Bk S BRAL , 0 H HEA
AN L S RS, ARSI R RSE . 4B DL IOBUEL. S0 T T R
SEAUBOR R, W RGBSR AR AR BURL, X R th B R AT AR B
IrREVRIR A, WAL 13T A AN 2 e AR AT RRSL AT ANERE , B AR K SCAAL
B (cultural authority) 24+, DAL, WJLURE FISEAEDE™ A2 R TE AR AT ST I

B FE U T P L AN 25 5 B AT R R PP BB A A, Mot LA AL 5L,
FUET IR RS A . R R R AR TH F 155 (metajournalistic discourse) A
BRAEZY, A5 B 5 N AN B Se B T A PP SR AR IR Se i, RO ANFE
PR TERIE FTR R (18 o WUl IR 1 il AL, W R VPR I B AT 4, K
TR R PP T B AR A NI HEVE, R T R [l PR R T P
R Ie) R B 25 ARG 1], TR TS e BT 28 3 1 T I 0 ST A K e R ) R

RICH SR T BCF NV SO RS . SCAUEOR B T M, TR
B MEVEHEAT SCHR (BB SR, SR TCRIA. B, AN T (Hratik) hiEx)
TR (EHAD) RERGEIRE CIEH TR L) RE T30 i 5 A ik
Ml =A%, R—EBARMIFTS: Ma, ASO8 =R G 1) SR T R R E
Fy, PP BN AER B35 70 A R T T BAR TR E A

(Z) RS

1. BFENHE

BN PSS HIEN PR R TR . B (media critical) $EHTEF
3SR 2 18 LA BT ) 55 52 Ak 2 ) 56 T 38 ) A o R I R B S A B O I A .
THEPF 2 AEIRAR I N PR AR VPR REAT, LA . APPSO E AR & lk it
PO, B R SRS R, YRS BT AR DR E M. AL 90
FA BN SEIARE, JER AL TINERMER . ERNETEK,
BEA P AU HT R VER TGS, 2 BARRBWHES)®, & —FREsk AL 2 SO HEE

@ \WYATT W N. Critical Conversations: A Theory of Press Criticism [M]. Cresskill: Hampton Press, 2007.
D S gt W A (T A ). 244 A% #8,2001(06):24-27+23.
@ S AV Bk ST IURAE - JL 5T #6524 ],1995(05):1-6.
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criticism) . BFEEAMIE (digital medical criticism) GHESMBEZ 4. BI#H
SIS I MVER AR R AR, J5#E B A AT HEPE ST & v AERN R &
Yo T MESRTE B AR LA TR, AL T D R 28 R U S
ASCANIE BN PV OIS R o SR T S AT & BB A O, 2R
£ TG IbrdE, AEZBIEARMIEG. Bz, ML FAEE A K AR, thas
BRI T o BB HOF RS WAL AZIRN S8, OS5 U EE RN,
B\ PP 2 X 7 ] S A 8 7 7 3 D D ) T (0 8 AT “ AR IR AR 1V IR
AT A

2. FLEhENEE

TCHEEE (metajournal istic discourse) Hig HIZEE %% R /R (Matt Carlson)
P ZMESRIETES Y “NGIET” M “TTiBEF” Mr3K, araE AR iex g
FRMES, EEHRAMITIRIES ARG ES . Bk, Jo#EEERR A TR IR
ARG, XTHE AT U . BARRUE, ToH I 16 75 28 LA [ 47 33 PR 5T
A B SR SRR I A SRR,

WE T AR FEAR D> B BT 2 T I 9 B B G o O TR S0 [ 3 VA A0 — A AR AE
SRR LB, BEMS MOREET DL R OIS TE N T, RN BIANRIAT 33 0 108 LA
B, RATEE T G WS 20 5 1S B . X T Iol G E A 7T, &
FEAR N BB Frim 8 eadEsh B B F S BRI S EE N EARR, eIt
fiz FH oH T ST TR ML A A S TR R, R e R0 o TS DR R BRI B L .

O U ST T AR 14 FE A 535 s —— AT 1) Ml 3 SRR 55 [ 13 I A VR[] 397 17 K 2%, 2004(03):40-44

@ it IELE T AL B IR D). 5 410 %, 2021(16):9-12.

® CARLSON M, ROBINSON S, LEWIS S C. Digital Press Criticism: The Symbolic Dimensions of Donald Trump's Assault on U.S.
Journalists as the "Enemy of the People" [J]. Digital journalism, 2021, 9(6): 737-54.

@ CARLSON M. Metajournalistic Discourse and the Meanings of Journalism: Definitional Control, Boundary Work, and
Legitimation [J]. Communication Theory, 2016, 26(4): 349-68.

® HAAS T. Mainstream News Media Self-Criticism: A Proposal for Future Research [J]. Critical Studies in Media
Communication, 2006, 23(4): 350-5.
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B rg — o BAA ISR W e E /. A RTAERENERITREE TS &
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© Jar . “ AR ST PR RIS o8 BRERT A ——CL (R ERAR) A CRERRY 0] %
[HiC#,2017(04):11-25.

@ ERBESOWECZEE “HrimEHL” = FiEE ). bR E #,2018,40(08):25-45.

® carlson M. Metajournalistic discourse and the meanings of journalism: Definitional control, boundary work, and
legitimation[J]. Communication Theory, 2016, 26(4): 349-368.

@ STARR P. The Social Transformation of American Medicine: The Rise of a Sovereign Profession and The Making of a Vast
Industry[M]. Oxford:Hachette UK, 2017.

© o1 I R 37 1 e b 2 —— BT RN DT 1 2 P A A 190 248 3 1 L P R ASE 20 [0). 3 (3 2, 2013(02):54-59.
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® CAREY J W. Journalism and Criticism: The Case of an Undeveloped Profession [J]. The Review of Politics, 1974, 36(2):
227-49.

@ \WYATT W N. Critical Conversations: A theory of Press Criticism[J].Critical Conversations A Theory of Press Criticism, 2007.
® CARROLLB. Watching the Watchdog: Bloggers as the Fifth Estate[J]. Newspaper Research Journal, 2007, 28(4): 101.

@ vosT P, CRAFT S, ASHLEY S. New Media, Old Criticism: Bloggers’ Press Criticism and the Journalistic Field [J]. Journalism,
2012, 13(7): 850-68.

® CRAFT S, VOS T P, WOLFGANG J D. Reader Comments as Press Criticism: Implications for the Journalistic Field [J].
Journalism, 2016, 17(6): 677-93.

® ZEfsr AP SICE TS A BRI AH FNL 1 5 B 2 B AL S 4 25T, 2019,50:27 - 58.
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@ CAREY J W. Journalism and Criticism: The Case of an Undeveloped Profession [J]. The Review of Politics, 1974, 36(2):
227-49.

@ KREISS D. The Social Identity of Journalists[J]. Journalism, 2019, 20(1): 27-31.

® COOMBS W T. An Analytic Framework for Crisis Situations: Better Responses From a Better Understanding of The
Situation[J]. Journal of Public Relations Research, 1998, 10(3): 177-91

@ vON K T, SVENSSON G. Media Responses to Media Criticism[J]. Nordicom Review, 2017, 38(1): 47-64

® CHERUIYOT D. Popular Criticism that Matters: Journalists’  Perspectives of “Quality” Media Critique [J]. Journalism
Practice, 2018, 12(8): 1008-18.

® BONILLA Y, ROSA J. # Ferguson: Digital Protest, Hashtag Ethnography, And the Racial Politics of Social Media in the United
States[J]. American ethnologist, 2015, 42(1): 4-17.

@ LEwIS s C, ZAMITH R, CODDINGTON M. Online Harassment and Its Implications for the Journalist — Audience
Relationship[J]. Digital Journalism, 2020, 8(8): 1047-67.

WAISBORD S. Mob Censorship: Online Harassment of US Journalists in Times of Digital Hate and Populism [J]. Digital
Journalism, 2020, 8(8): 1030-46.
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THE IS R 5 S SRS 4R B DR 5 ] . 5588 (Regina G. Lawrence) 12
B (Young Eun Moon) BT 1 2018 K EILEAESE “We are not fake news” %%
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@ CARLSON M, ROBINSON S, LEWIS S C. Digital Press Criticism: The Symbolic Dimensions of Donald Trump's Assault on U.S.
Journalists as the "Enemy of the People" [J]. Digital journalism, 2021, 9(6): 737-54.

@ ROBERTSON C T, MOURAO R R. Faking Alternative Journalism? An Analysis of Self-Presentations of “Fake News” Sites
[J]. Digital Journalism, 2020, 8(8): 1011-29.

® FIGENSCHOU T U, IHIEBZK K A. Challenging Journalistic Authority: Media Criticism in Far-right Alternative Media[J].
Journalism studies, 2019, 20(9): 1221-37.

@ CARLSON M. Challenging Journalistic Authority: The Role of Media Criticism [M]. Journalistic Authority: Legitimating
News in the Digital Era. New York; Columbia University Press. 2017: 163-79.

® Lawrence R G, Moon Y E. “We Aren’t Fake News”: The Information Politics of the 2018# FreePress Editorial Campaign[J].
Journalism Studies, 2021, 22(2): 155-73.
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IXSETHIER V k2, T (AEHEIR—E) FIRIEPPE X, 5 S T SCR, S
BT MRS T XA S SRGE, BB RN, AEBAPEL X B
T ik Sxt

2. MRAE

A AR B3 5 SONHETEE TR, 03 [l AP T 8 SO RS TS .
X T =R MR RG] P AR ST S S TEE TS, 2 MO JREZ AN T
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EDRIAA R B, A E AR R EEARIE I AT T 6 AR RN, o R
N R o PR R RN A AT AR DU B 2 AR k. 254k, ]
DA Al 5 18] DL B BEA SE BRI & B3 S AR

2. [ERFHEE K

o7 2 o R L R A AT S, PR M T SRV T SO 2 B A 5K T
(Stanley Fish) o H7EVRIREH (MEFIIGIHR T, AR [ i P st ] — AR [ SC A
N, PR BRSNS R[], 7 AR 5 R R N, BRI PR JE [ 4A Cinterpretive
commun'i ty ) 727 BURA ) SRR 0L ) 46 S8 G 1 7 22 ) — SO P e AR . BB [
LT A R ATIR . B . AR A E

O [ BB, (SRR S-S a2 A S [MITKEE 5% 55 55 En434H ,2019:87.

@ FREN, 505 LI AR AL 3% P 2 A% FB T 25 0] BUARAL 8 (p 4% K22 2%4%),2016,38(08):24-29.

@ (1AL, CRRIIEFEM: R SURES B IMIZEUNE AR TR, 2005:9.

@ FISH S. Is There a Text in This Class? The Anthority of Interpretive Communities [M]. Cambridge: Harvard UP, 1980.
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ZANERM B AR TERENEE K, CEANE T ERR I, HrEl B R 2%
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1S AN F= PN G- W 5 P G g = 0] Lp = 3% 2 (AE SRS S AN A1 DD =8 NI £ ko ) A
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R AL @B BUE, W SR D A A . ©

(2 BFENHIEFRERLRE

o) R 3 [ AR Bl e A #4 SRS %) (hot moments) JEFF, HUFWEA- LR IEE T 51 AP
B 5 [P NLAE P8 AT T S A RS (1 A U 220 o AT 2 S50t R SR 1R 4 T 3 1) e R L
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M PR [ 4 o
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CH M EPEIL AR SO 1lTE . BUA. SRR R, XL R AT e AL
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LAH JE 12 Grad il (1 R S AF D S 1), RN PR 5C [0 3 R HR T8 Hh P (14 £ oA
AT AT 1IN T BUIWE I, R Yot il U AT Il B i ks, DA

© GRPE A ALRIHTIRAR R KA SO g T A 1 5 SCBTHR D). 387 18190 %, 2020,N0.449(07): 70-80.

@ ZELIZER B. Journalists as Interpretive Communities [J]. Critical Studies in Mass Communication, 1993, 10(3): 219-37.
® ZELIZER B. Journalists as Interpretive Communities [J]. Critical Studies in Mass Communication, 1993, 10(3): 219-37.
@ [ S B S A TSR A I HRLL A TERIF 9 ()], 5 1 5 A #R T 9T, 2018,25(08):25-48+126

© [\ AL T BURS A b EESE R A A IR AR VERT 7 ]9 18 5 1% 3T 42, 2018,25(08):25-48+126

15



LB N T e VA5

H i 15 03 BEAT A SRS PR AR s B 8o, AEid 25 5 BUAE B I Tl Al
RAFZ IR R TR R M2, DAIBIE T ) s (AR ARIEAZ . BT AL
LS, BE. AP sa sk, attirR it 7 e iud R i g, EidE JF
AR BUBALYE, £ =THERAWTEZE D, REERFEARRA L T EXG il
DU 05 L BB DUE IS 7] (double time) , 1038 34T T AUR B in A% 5 45 15 il
I SCAE LR

SCHBUBAEAE AT AL B (5% R 2, 325k N AN [T 33 B3 52 . (H 1R
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AR B AL = ) T AR ST, 1 S A I A AR AR S i AUA AR TR B S
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® ZELIZER B. Covering the Body: The Kennedy Assassination, the Media, and the Shaping of Collective Memory [M].
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1993.

@ ANDERSON C. Journalism: Expertise, Authority, and Power in Democratic Life [M]//HESMONDHALGH D, TOYNBEE J. The
Media and Social Theory. New York; Routledge. 2008: 248-64.
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@ ABBOTT A. The System of Professions: An Essay on the Division of Expert Labor [M]. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
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® TONG J. Journalistic Legitimacy Revisited: Collapse or Revival in the Digital Age?[J]. Digital Journalism, 2018, 6(2): 256-73.
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K %,2015(05):139-148.
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