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How the Internet Influences Western Journalism: A Study of Meta-Journalistic Discourse in the Digital Age
WANG Peinan"*, SHI Anbin’
(1. Institute of Education, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China;
2. Teaching Center for Writing and Communication, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China;
3. School of Journalism and Communication, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)
Abstract Present-day journalism has been largely reshaped by the Internet and digital media. It’s possible to
re-interpret the influence of the Internet on Western journalism from a historical perspective by discourse

”, This paper investigates the changes in the discourse on the

analysis on “what is digital journalism
relationship between the Internet and journalism in the last 20 years by meta-journalistic discourse analysis.
The study argues that Internet created the hybrid media system, and the relationship between the Internet and
journalism has undergone the participatory era with “technological empowerment” as the core discourse; the
crisis era with “structural crisis” as the core discourse; the platform era with “power shift” as the core
discourse and the populist era with “alternative paths” as the core discourse. It reflects the relationship between
Western journalism and the Internet based on the technological disenchantment on concept and the
reconstruction of structural boundary in journalism. What role technology plays and how the boundaries of

journalism are delineated are two core questions to understand the current digital journalism.

Key words journalism; Internet; digital media; meta-journalistic discourse
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