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6 “Ideal” and “New Media” : The Construction of Discourse and Power Relations in Chinese Journalistic

Community

* Ding Fangzhou

This study aims to investigate the two dominant discourses in Chinese journalistic community: “ideal” and
“new media”. The result shows that “ideal” discourse mainly builds its foundation on the dichotomy of
“new media” and “traditional media”, as well as the conflict between “past” and “present”. Collective
memories and personal experiences are used as symbolic resources to produce the myth of “ideal”,
criticize current situations of Chinese journalism industry, rebuild professional norms and maintain the
legitimacy of journalism professions. On the other hand, “new media” discourse mainly builds its
foundation on the dichotomy of “new media” and “traditional media”, as well as the reflexive “future”
upon “present”. Journalists strategically construct the myths of “new media” and “traditional media”
based on their sense of positions in the journalistic field to legitimate their choices over carecer change and
reconstruct the sense of positions in the changing structure of journalistic field Along with the dramatic
transition happening within the Chinese journalism industry, the “ideal” discourse and the “new media”
discourse tend to demonstrate their struggle over meanings and jointly form a hybrid discourse system in

Chinese journalistic community in the multiple contexts of “past”, “present” and “future”.

23 Press Control, Discourse in News Processing, and Reports’ Impact

» Liu Yi, Hao Xiaoming

Through a survey of journalists working at five provincial metropolitan newspapers in Chengdy,
Guangzhou, Fuzhou, Quanzhou and Xiamen, this study shows that the perceived pressure from
professionalism, the perceived discourse power of journalists in news processing and the perceived
influence of news reports are positively related while the perceived external pressure is negatively related
to perceived discourse power in news processing In the meantime, perceived external pressure and
perceived impact of news reporting are likely to be negatively related, although such a relationship is not
statistically significant based on our data. Additionally, the rank of journalists in the newsroom is
positively related to their perceived discourse power in news processing and the perceived impact of their
news reports. Journalists who think they have a greater say in news processing are more likely to believe

that their news reports have bigger social impact.
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