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Abstract
The production of digital journalism is shaped by a network of diverse actors, but in

China’s media environment, the question of how “peripheral actors” without licences engage in &
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news production has long remained unresolved. From the perspective of “environment-action”
affordance analysis, drawing on typological research methods, it was found that within the tension
between the empowering technological environment and the restrictive institutional environment,
peripheral actors actively engage in news production. They establish a dependent production
routine, where republishing dominates and original content creation plays a secondary role. These
actors strive to balance efficiency and legitimacy through reposting, translating, integrating,
limited self-reporting and editing, narrating self, and sharing their views. Even as a form of
limited agency adapted to a dominant structure, this activism has also had an impact on digital
news production and online public opinion, mainly in the form of the translation of traditional
media from producers to “sources”, and the transformation of news reporting from endpoints to
starting points for news reproduction. This process of reinterpretation partially diminishes the
authoritative role traditionally held by established media. The digital journalism has increasingly
become a complex arena where diverse actors compete for jurisdiction and discourse power.
From the perspective of online public opinion governance, granting institutional legitimacy to
the news production activities of peripheral actors is essential. Only then can external constraints
be mobilized, pushing these actors to position themselves as professional media and adhere to
established journalistic norms, thereby helping to purify the online environment.
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analysis
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SHE GRS, IR JRRIARE 21055 B RAR ERT M RIS s AR, M
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WRL ST BRI ARE B ENE I 2o F AR R E B 98, HOXAERS A En
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10.

11.

12.

13.

o [ %71

FEAX S, 178 (action) EHEEE B HNMEMSEENFTA (behavior) . FEE&EMAKE
5, AXERIEHERAXHEMES.

XBHEREFER—DT XS, MUBRELEARREEZSFIEHOITHEXH OO
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ZN2017FH 60 (ERMFTEE SRS EEME) F12025F H 68 (EERMIFTEE S
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MR E TR =8, AN “HBIREENE”  (bounded agency) (Evans, 2007) X
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Kitie.
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B, RENAEBZENERT. (PEARZNERZEMR) HET SHEBHNTHIA—K
AIFFEER, FEENENFRR I TRERY B S EREN. BB EE
(#5, 2023) . FEXE—ERE LATS THETHEEHERONGFE.
XMRUGEEAMBIENHEE, EFEHLIYNEARBLEHFTIFHST, SRTFER
(2011/2020: 49) .

MMEERIEENS, HFFEVFHNEARASEERS I EEESS ISHNR.

https://www.cnki.net



I / Ber B e A EFFFRER 2025.09

Z2¥% 3k [References]
- PI{B4F (1988/2016) o (ERMVE%: WEWIRENTHANHT) (FEFRLUP) . BEE

ﬂ‘ﬁﬂ%% (2014/2022) . (FHEHIKE: HARWMARBECH) (ERE, EiF

o [TAEImSE R AL,

BLX, HFE (2022) . “tEd” MR TE: BT VERIBEZNRGMR. (GiE
ie&) , 12), 1629,

ERE, BEREB (202D . “FEMHEERT . FRHEXATEYEHANEVIES “EH7 —
BTy “Y TG HBHAEHR. GrEicE) , (1D, 2840,

R (2019 . ok, RESHAN: BEREHEDIRPH=FIETRE—UES. KR, B
BSEWEGAG. EARE) ., (6, 19-31+121-122,

B, B (202D o EXFG: oHMS “BEFEHE OBEX. (BRASRE)
(5) , 109-117+127,

BRAOFE, AR (200600 . Wit “FHEEBEEH . (ERRZ2HR (FEHERZHR ),
(6) , 122-128.

BRI (202D . M “iE&” B “BURfTahE” : siERANFTESEHR. GHEXE) |
(5) , 66-80+123-124.

BE (2023) . B (RZAHL) FHEREN. BREENNOLERF. (EEFEFHER)
(5) , 156-176.

FEFRRE - A K -85 (1988/2003) . (FEAIEBHHFE) (BREFH . £EHRIT.

BEH (2003) . “XARE” . —PEPMNELG. (HERERIR) . (5, 52-58.

EEE - HET (19792009 . (HTAZEREFE) CAHN, FLFF) . dERKRSELRRT.

A5k (2019) . BRETTAIN. (ERFEHFEF) , (1), 8198.

BB (2015 . BEFEE——WEIXRGUA. (BEERFER) . (1D, 7588,

HE=, THE 202D . IHEMESIVRR: BFFTEZOARBEEEH. GER) ,
(10) , 13-20+32,

Z4, 88 (2022) . HFEFE: —D K7 &k “H” NEEILK. (HES5LER
RY (9, 72-92+127-128.

W5, il (2013) . WENEAXABROBERENAREENOZW. (GES5EEH
R, (2), 55-69+127,

TR - T EHNEFR, BTR - B (200320100 . (BIETENMRL)  (BE, AE K
) . PIEHRT.

L (202D . FREER - QIFRSE - WRER——EBNFTHEAERF LN 0.

66 (FrEncE) , (10, 19-36.

hEIM  https://www.cnki.net



EFFHiESR 2025.09 “JCUE LR« oI EEEILAR NN TR R A TS

MBFE, HI3F 202D « MEH “YFEALRE” RERMTA? —EBETNHEAEXYEAZEA
MHEREE. GrEicE) . aD , 4152

XMW (2019) . BPFES: HEEEETHEEABHNS—BI]. (MESEEHRAR) ,
(2) , 5-18+126.

XM (20200 . “EHRWER” - FRRFIOBFPFEESHR. (EEREFHER)
(9) , 62-84.

Xz (2008) « EHMESEEMHESHT. CEHSHSER) ., 3, 1221,

Bhee, BARIG (2016) . “HA” HEEl: HEBEBEASHET Y ENBERE—REH
WE “RKAZE” KDAMBHRREANE. (MESEEHR) . (1), 24-46+126-
127.

BRR - EFEFR (201120200 o (HEITSF) (GERE) (BT - PEARKZEHR
.

ME/RSC - 4 (2003/2003) o (HEIRESSME) BT (FERR) . £EHARIT.

ZZ (202D . HFNRIEASN B 5854, (RHERY ., 3D, 1725

g (1997) « FEARERN. (HESEEHRR) . (4, 52-64+92.

NVEERR, BN (20200 o TR . FEZBSOMRZE. (EEFEFES . 9,

122-141.

N, SFRA (2021) » ATEEEMH EEBUNDIREEEXER. (HFRESRZ) ,
(2) , 81-88.

T, RfE 202D . HFHETHEVARBFESHRER. FESSME) , AD,
5-12,

FEGIF LW ERAB (2023) . 2022F£ERFTECIF/RE . (FrEicE) , (1), 29-
47.

BEY (2003) . (ALt o AASREESCIRE AL,

KREM (2023) o BFFEVPOFENME. CGREXZE) , &), 2.

FEokE (2023) o FESEEY “PMERXFEES” — R “HANM” A, (GiE
L&) . (4, 3643,

Ahva, L. (2019). About actor positioning in journalism... slowly. Media and Communication, 7(4), 123-126.

Deuze, M., & Witschge, T. (2018). Beyond journalism: Theorizing the transformation of journalism.
Journalism, 19(2), 165-181.

DiMaggio, P. J., & Powell, W. W. (1983). The iron cage revisited: Institutional isomorphism and collective
rationality in organizational fields. American Sociological Review, 48(2), 147-160.

Eldridge II, S. A. (2019). Where do we draw the line? Interlopers,(ant) agonists, and an unbounded

journalistic field. Media and Communication, 7(4), 8-18.

hEIM  https://www.cnki.net

67



IS/ BT e A EFFFRER 2025.09

Evans, K. (2007). Concepts of bounded agency in education, work, and the personal lives of young
adults. International Journal of Psychology, 42(2), 85-93.

Fenton, N. (2012). De-democratizing the news? News media and the structural practices of journalism.
In E. Siapera, & A. Veglis (Eds.), Handbook of global online journalism (pp. 119-134). John
Wiley & Sons.

Gibson, J. (1979). The ecological approach to visual perception. Houghton Miftlin.

Hanusch, F., & Loéhmann, K. (2023). Dimensions of peripherality in journalism: A typology for
studying new actors in the journalistic field. Digital Journalism, 11(7), 1292-1310.

Hermida, A., & Young, M. L. (2019). From peripheral to integral? A digital-born journalism not for
profit in a time of crises. Media and Communication, 7(4), 92-102.

Meyer, J. W., & Rowan, B. (1977). Institutionalized organizations: Formal structure as myth and
ceremony. American Journal of Sociology, 83(2), 340-363.

Simmel, G. (2008). The stranger. In P. L. Price & T. Oakes (Eds.), The cultural geography reader (pp.
311-315). Routledge.

Splendore, S., & Brambilla, M. (2021). The hybrid journalism that we do not recognize(anymore).
Journalism and Media, 2(1), 51-61.

Tandoc Jr, E. C. (2019). Journalism at the Periphery. Media and Communication, 7(4), 138-143.

Yin, Q., Fu, Z., & Zheng, S. (2024). Meso news-space in China: Peripheral news production of
platform journalism. Digital Journalism, 12(5), 680-699.

Yin, Q., Zheng, S., & Fu, Z. (2024). Survival in the fissure: Strategies of private news organizations in
the social media era in China. Journalism Studies, 25(9), 970-989.

Zelizer, B. (2015). Terms of choice: Uncertainty, journalism, and crisis. Journal of Communication,
65(5), 888-908.

Zhu, Y., & Fu, K. W. (2024). How propaganda works in the digital era: Soft news as a gateway. Digital
Journalism, 12(6), 753-772.

68

hEIM  https://www.cnki.net



