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Who is Making News in the Digital Age?

—A Typological Study of Digital News Producers
ZHANG Bingjie
(College of Journalism and Communication, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210023, China)

Abstract: In the digital era, China’s digital news producers include three basic types of media:
public media, commercial media, and personal media; public media consists of traditional media, gov-
ernment media, and other public media; the three types of subjects are not completely closed, and there
exists an impetus for mutual transformation among them. Because of the fundamental differences in the
goal-setting of the three types of media, the uniqueness of the digital news system from other social sys-
tems lies in the fact that "news is used to make things happen”, which is different from the traditional
media’s claim that "news naturally serves the community” during the period of mass communication. The
new actors in digital journalism work at the interface of a blending of reality and virtualization, with their
own characteristics of news production. In order to do a good job of news and public opinion work, in the
future, we should introduce multiple subjects, especially new actors outside the traditional media, into
journalism research as "key variables”, so as to give equal importance to both professional news and eve-
ryday life news, and pay special attention to the relationship between the two and the mechanism of mutu-
al transformation, and endeavour to promote the professionalisation of everyday life news.

Key words: public media; commercial media; personal media; professional news; everyday life

news
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